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Department of Energy 
Washington, D.C. 20585 


November 8, 1979 


MEMORANDUM FOR Henry Owen 


Attached please find the description of an event that may have 
some bearing on the South Atlantic incident of September 22. 

In an effort to search all possible sources of corroborating 
^®ba, DOE technical staff (Defense Programs) in cooperation with 
Los Alamos inquired if the Arecibo Atmospheric Observatory had 
detected any anomalous upper atmospheric acoustic waves during 
the time period of interest. 


The initial examination of this "travelling ionospheric 
disturbance" indicates a signal that possibly may confirm 
the signal from the VELA system. The connection between nuclear 
detonations or other phenomena and acoustic wave detection is 
less well calibrated than the VELA information. Accordingly, 
a good deal of analysis will need to be undertaken before 
reaching a final assessment of this information. I have 
instructed DOE staff to undertake this analysis in cooperation 
with JAEIC and I am sending copies of this memorandum to other 
pertinent members of the SCO group by personal messenger. I 
believe the group formed by Prank Press should be appriased of 
this possibly pertinent evide^e. 


I John Deutch 
lUnder Secretary 


Harold Brown 
Frank Press 
Bruce Clark 
Tom Pickering 
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SSiCR£[ 


■SeDtember Acoustic Gravity Wave Detection^ Arecibo lonospberic^ 


Observator' 



ISIovaya Zemlya in 1961- 


Additional data from sensors in the South America and Africa region 


required in order to resolve ambiguities. 
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SECURITY 


This document is from the holdings of: 

The National Security Archive 

Suite 701, Gelman Library, The George Washington University 
2130 H Street, NW, Washington, D.C., 20037 
Phone: 202/994-7000, Fax: 202/994-7005, nsarchiv@gwu.edu 



